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Abstract
Research Idea: International law is among the legal fields most
closely intertwined with politics and therefore highly affected
by political dynamics. It is frequently criticized for being subject
to political influence due to its nature and particular
characteristics. This interaction with international politics has
been explained through theoretical frameworks of international
relations, especially realism, liberalism, and constructivism.
Objectives: This research aims to examine the impact of realist
theory on international law and to analyze how this influence
may affect the structure and development of international legal
rules, particularly in areas such as climate issues, international
humanitarian law, and international criminal law.
Methods: The research employs a descriptive and analytical
approach to clarify the dimensions of the relationship between
realist theory and international law. It also adopts an inductive
approach by examining selected examples of state practices that
reflect realist-oriented policies in international relations.
Results: The findings indicate a significant tension between
realist theory and the principles of international law. In
practice, international legal rules are often applied selectively
according to state interests, which weakens the universality of
these norms.
Conclusion: The growing influence of realist approaches in
international relations prioritizes state interests over legal
obligations, contributing to the marginalization of international
law and negatively affecting international cooperation.
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